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GREETINGS FROM THE KNS BOARD PRESIDENT
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Welcome back to KNS! 

I can?t believe it?s already September. As the new president of the 

school, I spent more than a few days this summer working with our teachers, 

director, board and different committees to help get everyone ready for the 

first day of school. You?ll certainly notice some changes at school -- two 

incredible new teachers have joined our roster, Taqwa Mahdi and Jen 

Tompkins. There are new rugs and some new paint. The ?big kids? have left for 

kindergarten, replaced with children about to start school for the first time. 

I remember how overwhelming KNS felt our first year. My wife and I 

both scoured the handbook and all of the Sunday Night Emails. We went to 

the playdates, had our home visit, and still fretted over backpacks and boots. 

There were a ton of questions, about co-opping, snacks, colds, and lots more. 

We didn?t understand everything at first, but in time, we figured out the 

routine, and so will you. 

New families should reach out to their mentors, committee members, 

teachers, and classmate parents. This very newsletter that you are holding is a 

wealth of information too.  The really amazing thing about a small cooperative 

school like KNS is that you will get to know every parent in your class, and 

many others too.
 We are all here to play, learn and grow together. 

As a reminder to our many returning families, try 

to remember what it was like your first few weeks, 

and be friendly to the new faces you see.

Being a cooperative school also means that 

parents own, administer, and maintain the school. 

Parents created the school in 1939. They bought 

the land for the school. One parent was an 

architect! Others painted. Over time, different 

parents expanded the school, built the 

http://www.knscoop.org


MEMBERSHIP 

playground, tore down the playground, and so on. In short, the sandbox is full because 

parents filled it up. Everything you see is the result of real effort by a parent just like you. Of 

course, our four teachers do so much for KNS, with their primary focus on the well-being and 

growth of our children. The business of the school is in our hands. Whether it?s through 

fundraising, maintenance, your school job, or other ideas, you should always consider how 

you can improve the school, for your children and the kids who come next. 

This is KNS? 80th school year, and I know that together we?ll make it the best one yet. 

-Robert J. Kohlmeyer

(Miles? AM 3s and Henry? KNS alumnus)

Greetings from your Membership Chairs, Ana Lincoln (Joshua Lincoln, AM 4s) and Neal 

Hoage (Ray Hoage, PM 2/3s)! This will be the second year at KNS for Ana?s family, and the 

fourth year for Neal?s family, unless you count the years he spent at KNS as a student. We 

have loved seeing so many familiar faces and are excited to welcome our all of our new 

families! If you are new to the school, don?t worry - it really doesn?t take long to get plugged 

into the community. And you?ve already done the paperwork, which is really the hardest part. 

Hopefully you?ve had a chance to connect with your KNS mentor ? your mentor is a board 

member who will help you get situated, answer any questions you have, and just generally be 

a resource for your family.  Your mentor is there to help, so don?t hesitate to ask contact them 

with any questions! If you?re still not sure who your mentor is, please let us know.   

Our committee also handles all enrollment matters, including re-enrollment for current 

families, which will begin in December. Families who wish to be considered for their first 

choice class placement must be members in good standing, so please be sure to read 

through the handbook carefully to understand your obligations to the school. If you have any 

questions about enrollment, please let us know. And don?t forget to talk to your friends about 

KNS and help get the word out about our great litt le school!   

The Membership committee also includes the McGarry family who are the Health and 

Safety Officers and the Fallow family as the Marketing Coordinators. A big thanks to the 

McGarrys for collecting and organizing all those health and safety forms!   

We look forward to a great year at KNS!   

 Ana Lincoln, lincoln.adriana@gmail.com 

Neal Hoage, nhoage@gmail.com 

(From the president continued...)



FUNDRAISING 

Greetings from the 2018 - 2019 KNS Fundraising Committee! We?re excited for the year ahead 
and look forward to working with all of you to help sustain our school?s important work in the 
community. 

 The fundraising committee is co-chaired by Maleka Lawrence (Mikey, AM 4?s) and Tracy Olivera 
(Casey, PM ¾?s). We?re excited to work with all of you to create opportunities to connect, have 
fun, and raise funds for the school, too! 

 There will be many opportunities for you all to help out this year. First, keep an eye out for 
some opportunities to get involved (and earn some fundraising hours) in the coming weeks:  

- Fall yard sale: Saturday, October 20th 
- Family Photo Sessions 
- Various restaurant nights 
- Spring gala auction donations  

 And save the date for our gala on Saturday, April 6th. Planning is already underway and we 
hope to make this gala the best yet. If you know of any generous business that may be 
interested in providing auction donations please feel free to reach out to them. We will provide 
you with a letter you can use to make your asks. Past donations have included tickets to 
sporting events, vacation packages, jewelry, artwork, services, or anything else you can think 
of. And you can earn hours for these donation - you earn an hour for each $50 donation 
earned (for example, if you secure tickets to a Nats game that are worth $100 you get two 
fundraising hours). 

 You can also raise funds by as you go about your regular routines through Amazon Smile and 
Scrips gift cards. Each time you make a purchase through any of these programs, a portion of 
the cost will be donated to our school. For  m ore inform at ion about  all of  our  program s, 
please visit  t he KNS websit e at  www.knscoop.org.

 Finally, if you have any questions or if you want to know more about how you can help out, 
please reach out to Maleka (malekalawrence@gmail.com) or Tracy 
(tracylynnolivera@gmail.com). Some past ideas have included hosting a movie night at your 
home to benefit KNS or asking family and friends to make donations to KNS in lieu of more 
stuff on birthdays and other special events. 

 Thank you so much for your support. We look forward to working together ? and to enjoying 
the new playground! 



FROM THE TREASURER
Welcome to KNS! 

KNS has brought a wealth of knowledge to my parenting bank!  All that my family and I 
have learned at our time at KNS is worth more than gold!    

As Treasurer, I want to be able to provide you all the necessary information to make 
this accounting aspect of the school easy.    

 With all the success of our online payment system last year, we will continue to offer 
this option for our families!  Forgot to drop in the tuition check at the school?  No problem!  
Just go to our website?  knscoop.org and you can easily avoid Late Fees.  Please be aware that 
the option to pay online comes with an additional 3% processing fee for the service.  If a 
check or cash, is how you would like to pay, just place your payment at the school in the 
folder on the wall next to Ms Kathleen and Ms. Taqwa?s classroom.   Tuition is due on the 1st 
of each month and Late Fees apply after the 5th. Please include your child?s name and class 
on each payment.   

Our families using the Half Co-oping option last year loved it!  This is for those families 
who may find this option better suits their family?s lifestyle. Please refer to your handbook for 
pricing. If you missed signing up this Fall, you have the option to sign up for this in the Spring 
if you are interested!    

Extended day is running Monday and Wednesday for our AM 3's and AM 4's classes.  
There is still space to sign up.  On the fence?  It is OK!  You can check to see if there is room 
that day to do a ?Drop-In.? This is a great way to give it a try with no commitment.  Contact me 
if you are interested in enrolling!  

There is Scholarship money for families who may come to a financial hardship anytime 
during the school year.  Please refer to your Handbook on how to apply.  Information is 
always kept confidential.  

Make sure you take a moment to go through the Handbook and use it as reference for 
other financial related concerns you may have.  

Enjoy your year here at KNS! Please do not hesitate to ask me about any questions you 
may have this year!  

?The world needs a sense of worth, and it will achieve it only by its people feeling that they are 
worthwhile.? 

~Fred Rodgers 

Jenny Lee  

Mom of Jude, AM4?s and Tristan, AM2?s  and 6th year KNS family  

 



PARTICIPATION

Welcome co-opers!

I'm Kelly Thelin, participation chair and Blythe's mom (AM 3's)

Whether you're a new or returning family, it may be helpful to review some of our co-oping best 
practices:
-Arrive 5 min early

-Make an effort to learn the names of other kids in the class

-Actively engage with your child and the rest of the class
-Each teacher will have specific preferences and guidelines for the cooper - don't be afraid to 
ask!

-The A and B listed before your name on the co-op schedule indicates which group of tasks may 
be assigned to you for that day. While this is a loose guideline, at any given time the teacher may 
enforce the following tasks:

A - puts lunch boxes in fridge, cleans bathroom

B - sweeps/vacuums, wipe down tables/chairs

What to do when you are scheduled to co-op but a conflict arises:

1. Email your class group and ask for someone to switch

2. Consult the paid cooper list, available in the members section of the website. It is your 
responsibility to pay the co-oper directly at a rate of $14/hour ($35 per class). 

3. If time allows, make the edit on the paper calendar posted in the classroom

4. If it is a last minute change, email or call the teacher

Happy co-oping!

Kelly Thelin 

Kalamont@gmail.com 



Greetings KNS Family! 

I am the incredibly amazing Communications Chair this year that everyone's been 
raving about. (I figure a litt le positive press early on in the year never hurts).  This is my 
family's second and final year at KNS and our daughter, Catie, is in the AM 4's class.  Just 
a note that our family name is Watkins, not Bronson, in case you ever need to find our 
KNS mailbox.   My husband, Adam, and I also share our home with one terrible dog and 
one awesome hamster.  Our family enjoys art and science and learning new things.

I am very fortunate this year to have an all-star committee working with me to 
take care of all your communications needs.  A special shout out goes to our VIP 
webmaster, Greg Thompson, who has been carrying this team all summer long.  Be sure 
to check out his great work at www.knscoop.org.  Here you can find information on 
co-opping, schedules, important dates, family jobs and volunteer hours. Other services 
we provide include the fabulous Sunday Night Email (SNE) - your weekly one-stop shop 
for all things KNS and KNS-related.  If you have not been getting this all important 
document delivered directly to your inbox, then please let me know so you don't miss a 
thing.  It is full of important announcements, dates, reminders and opportunities.  
Please make sure to read it each week.  

Please reach out at any time with questions, concerns, or compliments.

Sincerely,

Jessica Bronson

jessica.r.bronson@gmail.com

COMMUNICATIONS



FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear KNS Families,

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! It is with great enthusiasm 
that I join the Kensington Nursery School community as the new director 
and 3/4s teacher.   I would like to thank the hiring committee for the 
opportunity and Ms. Helene our retired director for helping me transition 
into this new role.  My husband Gary and I appreciate all the support we 
received and feel this community is the perfect fit for us and our children, 
Jannah Rose (2) and Gabriel Adam (9 months).  Jannah will be joining the 2/3 
class this fall and is very excited!  I am joining you as special educator with a 
background in Speech Pathology, Audiology and Deaf Studies. I have 
experience in educational leadership, teaching in elementary/early 
childhood settings and in youth empowerment. I am looking forward to 
working with, getting to know and playing with you all! The first family to 
email me telling me what they are looking forward to this year will win a 
prize. The subject of your email should be titled ?Prize Please.?

 

Thank you so much!

-Taqwa Mahdi

director@knscoop.org



Hello everyone! 

I hope everyone has had a wonderful summer. I have been very busy! The end of 
June I celebrated my Bat Mitzvah! Better late than never! It was a fabulous day! This year 
I will be teaching the A.M.2?s and the A.M.3?s. 

Now I will tell you a litt le about myself. I have been at KNS for over 30 years! I am a 
graduate of the University of Maryland in Family and Community Development (FMCD). I 
started as a long term substitute and have been here ever since. My husband (Av) and I 
have one married son Stephen (wife Alexandra). I also have a British Cream Retriever 
(Simba). My hobbies are needlepoint, reading, collecting cookbooks and baking. I am 
very involved with my synagogue. Currently I am a board member(Vice President) for 
the Sisterhood. I am also on the Adult Education Committee.

I love sports! My favorite teams are The Washington Redskins, The Washington 
Nationals, The Washington Capitols and The Maryland Terrapins! Go Skins, Go Nats, Go 
Caps, and Go Terps!

  ?   

MS. DEBBIE 

AM 2'S  & AM3'S



MS. JEN
PM 2/ 3'S

Welcome to KNS! I hope that everyone had a great 

summer and is ready for a fun filled year! I am excited to get 

to know all the kids and parents better throughout the 

school year. Here is some information so you can get to 

know me a litt le better.

I grew up in West Virginia and went to Florida for 

college before coming back to finish my degree at West 

Virginia University. My degree is in Child Development and 

Family Studies. I am married and have two kids, Audrey who 

will be in second grade and Jack who will be in Kindergarten.

I started my KNS time as a parent and quickly added 

roles within the school serving on the board all of my years 

in the parent role and have been aide and substitute before 

becoming a teacher.

 

 



MS. TAQWA
PM 3/ 4'S

Hello!

 

Welcome to our class, are you ready to start!? In the 3/4s class everyone plays a part.  
The teacher plans the day, the parents support, and the children learn through toys, games 
and sports. Throughout the day there?s lots to do; like art, circle time and free play too.  I?m 
so excited for this year I want you to know, by working together we all will grow.  Most 
importantly I hope we have fun and remember that KNSis#1.  Don?t forget to pack your 
snack and boots for your day, let?s get going it is time to play!

 

Your Teacher,

-Ms. Taqwa

First  Day of  school f r iends!



 My years at KNS began in 1987 with the enrollment of my oldest child, Kyle.  

All of my children attended KNS, where I was a great co-oper for nine years; at 

least I thought I was! I grew up in Bethesda, attended the University of Maryland 

where I majored in special education.  I have three grown children.  Kyle, his wife 

Margo and my grandsons Jed and Brooks live in Washington, DC. Brendan lives in 

Los Angeles California, and Colleen and her husband Bryan live in Denver, 

Colorado. My husband Dan retired as an Assistant Chief with the Park Police and 

now works with Montgomery County. We make our home in Rockville. 

 I began teaching the 3-4?s class in 1993, after several years, I switched with 

Helene, and began teaching the 4?s. I love the school and all it has to offer.  The 

friendships that are made, the laughs you will have and all the memories are 

priceless. I enjoy everyday at work and the children make each day special.   

 
  

 Kathleen McNickle 

 
  

MS. KATHLEENAM 4'S

President - Robert Kohlmeyer

Vice President - Angela Gonzalez

Treasurer- Jenny Lee

2018- 2019  Boar d  Member s
Secretary - Claire Barry

Communications - Jessica Bronson

Fundraising- Tracy Olivera and 
Maleka Lawerence

Maintenance-  Aurelio Baca-Asher

Membership- Ana Lincoln and 
Neal Hoage

Participation - Kelly Thelin



OUTDOOR WORK DAY!

Huge Shout Out to everyone who pitched in for the Outdoor Work Day this 
year.  As you can see from  these before and after photos, the playground 
needed some real TLC.  Now, it 's ready for all our kids to explore, play and 
grow!



KNS had a great presence at 
this year 's Kensington Labor 
Day Parade.  It was hot,  but 
the float and  it 's entourage 
sure looked great.  Thanks to 
everyone who was able to 
come out and support our 
school.

LABOR DAY PARADE!



Serving Silver  Spr ing 
and sur rounding area!

Payless Plum bing

and Heat ing

Request a quote TODAY!

(202) 210-4033

5 star rating on YELP!

If you'd like to place a same day order (which we 
try our best to accommodate), call Jenny at 
240-388-9989.

For special orders, email Jenny at 
jenny@jennycakesbakery.net.

HOURS
Tuesday through Saturday 8 am ? 7 pm

LOCATION
10419 Armory Avenue
Kensington, MD 20895PHONE






